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build up the body of Christ in love.  To that 
end, your camp and conference center, 
celebrated a year filled with meaningful 
programs, unique retreat opportunities, and 
a continued commitment to being a place 
apart.  In 2011, Cedarkirk served over 
thirteen thousand guests, including more 
than 1,000 campers in our summer camp 
and Challenge to Change programs.  This was 
the highest summer program attendance in 
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celebrate 40 years of ministry.   
 
In recent years, we have seen a shift in those 
whom we serve with our summer camp 
program.  Nearly half of our summer 
campers are unchurched, are only loosely 
connected to a church, or belong to churches 
outside of the Presbytery Church (USA).  A 

common perception of summer camp 
ministry is that it is just Christian education; 
however, we truly recognize the unique 
opportunity God has given us to share the 
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these children and youth.  We are truly a 
ministry of evangelism, mission, and 
Christian education.  The summer camp 
program is an amazing tool for witnessing to 
children and youth from a variety of 
backgrounds about the love of God and the 
importance of Christian community.  
 
We also continued our wealth of year-round 
programs including the Confirmation 
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Mission Encounter Retreat, a new service 
and prayer retreat for adults, a weekend 



retreat for young adults, a day event for 
senior adults, a new discernment and service 
program for young adults, and an annual 
Christmas Retreat for children and youth.  To 
celebrate our fortieth anniversary, we hosted 
the stated meetings of Peace River and 
Tampa Bay Presbyteries, held an Open House 
and benefit concert, and offered a 
Homecoming event in the fall.  We also 
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church professionals following Easter.  Over 
the Christmas holidays, Cedarkirk will act as 
a host site for the Christmas International 
House program for college students.   
 
Our revenue comes from four main areas: 
fees from retreat groups enjoying the 
facilities, income from Cedarkirk programs, 
donations from individuals and churches, 
and the support from our covenant partners 
(Peace River Presbytery and Tampa Bay 

Presbytery).  Income from the first three 
areas has been consistent with budgeted 
expectations for the year.  Through generous 
donations, the Friends of Cedarkirk continue 
to play an important role in supporting and 
strengthening this ministry.  Reductions in 
the funding from our covenant partners in 



recent years certainly pose challenges and 
our Board is actively seeking to strengthen 
other areas of income.  This includes new 
programs, additional groups utilizing the 
facilities, and increased donations from 
churches and individuals.  Preliminary 
budgets for 2012 call for Cedarkirk to receive 
around $55,000 in support from each 
Presbytery.  We are incredibly grateful to 
both Presbyteries for their support and the 
continued commitment to their camp and 
conference center.   
 
This summer, the first new construction in 
ten years at Cedarkirk was completed.  The 
Hickory Retreat Cottage is the first of a 
cluster of four buildings that will allow us to 
serve additional guests through a variety of 

accommodations.  We continue to have an 
eye towards the future and will always be a 
special place apart where congregations can 
come on retreat for work and study, for 
fellowship and community building, for 
worship and prayer, and for the opportunity 
to encounter God in new ways.   

In 2012, we plan on offering nearly twenty 
programs in addition to our summer camp 
offerings.  Many of the programs from 2011 
will continue, but we are also planning new 
events such as a day event of continuing 
education for church leaders, an outreach 
retreat for young adults, a marriage 
enrichment retreat, and others.  We are so 
grateful for the opportunity to be a blessing 
in the lives of so many children, youth, and 
adults. Thank you for your ongoing mission 
support and your active participation. 


